Book Cover for: Title of Your Book
Creative Brief
About the book:
Provide the following information to help your designer understand what the book is about and what the cover needs to convey:

· Synopsis

· Genre
· Tone of the book (serious, funny, romantic, etc).
· Target audience (gender, age group, other defining characteristics)
· Examples of covers that you like in your category
Specifics:
Part I: Cover Image
· What images or symbols relate to your story (e.g. The Eiffel Tower, a wolf pack, a woman with empty arms, etc.)?
· Do you prefer a photograph/illustration or special type treatment?
· Should the designer use a stock image? Or will a photographer be hired to capture a custom image? 
· Provide examples of images that are similar to what you are looking for. 
Part II: Cover Design
This is the place to provide all of your specific design requirements. The printing service you choose should be able to provide you with a template that shows measurements for trim size, safe zone, spine folds, bleed, barcode placement, etc. They should also give you a list of file requirements that your designer can follow to ensure optimal printing.
Front Cover - Must include:
· The cover image
· The title: provide title (specify where the title should be placed: top, bottom, or center)
· Subtitle: provide subtitle (indicate where the subtitle should appear)
· Author’s name: provide author's name (specify where it should appear)
Spine - Must include: 

· The title: provide title
· Author’s name: provide author's name
· Publisher’s logo: send the publishing company's logo as a separate file; be sure to ask your designer what type of file and resolution is needed.
Back Cover - Must include:


· Genre (generally placed in the upper left corner): provide genre 
· Text (near top): Does your book feature a reader's club guide or bonus material? If so, be sure to call it out.
· Hook (above the synopsis): Is there a question or statement that sets up your book and captures readers' interest? If so, include it in a prominent font size above your synopsis. 
· Synopsis: provide your book's synopsis (this will generally take up most of space on the back cover).
· Author photo: provide your designer with a high resolution headshot (specify where you want the photo to appear on the back cover). 
· Author bio: provide your bio; don't forget to include your web address. 
· Bar code: be sure your designer leaves space for the bar code, which is generally a 2" by 1.2" white box in the lower right-hand corner of the book's back cover. 
While you may not have answers to all of these questions, it's important that you verbalize as much of your vision as possible, so your designer has something to work with and you have a better chance of ending up with a book cover you love. 
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